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El Día de Acción de Gracias – Thanksgiving! 

 
 

Dear Parents and Students, 

 

During the last week of October and the first 

week of November, students learned about 

Los días de los muertos (The Days of the 

Dead.  We read A Gift for Abuelita and 

looked at a photo book about the flowers, 

candlelight vigils, home altars and special 

Masses.  Students in lower grades enjoyed a 

silly song (“Chumbalaka”), and all grades 

used coloring pages of whimsical skeletons.  

 

We talked about the cultural differences and 

similarities between Halloween and The 

Days of the Dead, and remembered that 

both are related to All Saints and All Souls 

Days.  The traditions for Days of the Dead, 

however, are not scary or gruesome – on the 

contrary!  They are fun and colorful.  They 

also allow us to pray for our loved ones who 

have passed, so it becomes a time of 

remembrance. 

 

And speaking of colors…the downtown 

campus has been learning colors.  We read a 

book about a young aspiring painter in 

Panama who makes his own pigments;  a 

Peruvian fable with colorful illustrations;  

and Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You 

See – in Spanish!  The students enjoy a 

colors song (the same tune as our Good 

Morning song) and worksheets that allow 

them to color.  Señor Gato is a popular 

visitor to the classrooms.   

 

Fifth graders are old enough to understand 

more – yet young enough to still have fun.  

They played a jumping game for the Days 

of the Dead and learned the “Chumbalaka” 

song.  They will create paper pumpkins for 

Thanksgiving, with a greeting written for 

their families in Spanish.  We have practiced 

common phrases from Lección 2 in Spanish 

Is Fun Book A, such as greetings, farewells, 

and introductions.  Our next topic will be 

family terms in Spanish. 

 

Like fifth graders, sixth graders must bring a 

writing utensil, a notebook and a folder to 

class regularly.  Sixth graders recently 

finished Lección 8 from Spanish Is Fun 

Book A.  They learned common “-ER” 

infinitives and decorated a conjugation in 

full format.  Our next chapter – which will 

probably take us all the way through the 

month – is about adjectives.  It does get 

tricky, because in Spanish unlike English) 

adjectives must “agree” in gender and 

number with the nouns they describe.  We 

will also undertake a creative project so that 

students can practice using adjectives in 

Spanish.   

 

At this opportunity, I would like to extend 

best wishes to all KCS families for a blessed 

Thanksgiving.  Please feel free to call me at 

school with any questions or concerns and I 

will call you back at the earliest possibility. 

 

 ¡Gracias!       

Señora Gould 


